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SUBJ: GOP SUGGESTS WEEK'S DELAY IN RESCHEDULED BHUTTO VISIT 

1. ACTING EONSEC ALTAE SHAIKH CALLED POL COUNSELOR 
EVENING JULY 18 TO SAY THAT GOP HAD BEEN RECONSIDERING 
DATE FOR PRESIDENT BHUTTO'S RESCHEDULED STATE VISIT 
TO US. ALTHOUGH SEPTEMBER 1 1 HAD ALREADY BEEN AGREED 
UPON, GOP NOW BELIEVED THAT ONE WEEK'S FURTHER POST- 
PONEMENT UNTIL SEPTEMBER 18 WOULD BE MORE CONVENIENT. 

2. SHAIKH SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS PROPOSAL HAD 
ALREADY BEEN RELAYED BY PRESIDENT BHUTTO'S PARTY TO 
AMEMBASSY ROME AND BY PAK EMBASSY WASHINGTON TO DEPART- 
MENT. HE WOULD APPRECIATE IT, HOWEVER, IF WE WOULD 

ALSO CONVEY MESSAGE TO DEPARTMENT. 

SANDERHOFF 
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